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iztoves, WHEN I GAvE ALL DILIGENCE TO 
WRITE UNTO YOU. OF THE COMMON SAL= 
VATION, IT WAS NEEDFUL FOR ME TO 
WRITE UNTO YOU, AND TO EXHORT You, 
THAT YE SHOULD EARNESTLY CONTEND 


FOR THE FAITH, WHICH WAS ONCE DELI= 


* UN TO THE SAINTS. 


HE "RAIDS ll and worth of 
the chriſtian religion, as we find it in the 
ſacred writings, pure and unadulterated, can- 
not but appear to every virtuous and unpre- 


judiced mind, to every candid and impartial 


ſearcher oc truth. It gives us the moſt 


ſublime and elevated notions of the being, at- 
tributes, and providence of the one true God; 
and directs us to pay ſuch adoration to Him, 
as is entirely conſonant to His infinite per- 


fections, and naturally flows from the conſi- 
deration of His immaterial and ſpiritual na- 


B ture: 


— GET 
pee: n = 7 


i.. r A 
* - . — WS -- 
. 


2 The Indlſpenſable Duty of 


ture: We are to worſhip Him, not with the 


outward ſhow and oſtentation of hypocriſy, 


the empty ceremonies and foppiſh pageantry 
of ſuperſtition, or the irrational fervors and 


tranſports of enthuſiaſm, but in ſpirit and in 
truth.* — It communicates the moſt juſt and 
refined ſentiments concerning the nature and 


obligations of ſocial virtue; and recommends 
the ſtrict and conſcientious diſcharge of all thoſe 
duties, which ariſe from the ſocial character 


of man, and the ſeveral natural relations we 
ſtand in to one another : And what muſt by 
no means be paſſed over, —It in a very parti- 
cular manner enjoins us to cultivate with the 
utmoſt diligence, the truly noble and god-like 


principle of an unlimited univerſal benevo- 


Jence; and thus leads us to the imitation 
of the FIRST and BesT of all beings, whoſe 


tender mercies are over all His works. — Nor is 
it wanting in laying down the moſt pure and 


exalted precepts for the due regulation and 


management of the appetites and paſſions ; 


for the conſtant preſervation and maintenance 
of ſuch a ſcheme of ſelf-government, as will 
moſt effectually promote our own peace and 


happineſs, and enable us to conduct ourſelves 


in a manner worthy of the great excelleney 
and dignity of reaſonable beings. — And to 


compleat the glonous ſyſtem, LIFE AND IM- 


NMOR- 
$ John | iv. 24. 
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MORTALITY have been brought to light through the 
goſpel : + Aſſurance has been given unto all men, 
that there will be a reſurreFion cf the dead, and 


a future ſtate of exiſtence; when the rational 


powers will be enlarged, the pleaſures and en- 
tertainments of the mind will be more refined 


and exalted, and the human nature will ap- 
pear in its higheſt luſtre and perfection. 


It cannot therefore but be matter of ſorrow- 
ful reflection to every ſincere lover of truth, 


and real friend to the religion of Chriſt, that 
ſo very excellent an inſtitution, which was de- 


ſigned to inſpire men with the moſt juſt and 
worthy conceptions concerning the nature and 


perfections of the Supreme Being, — to ad- 
vance the general intereſts and happineſs of 


civil ſociety, — and to give inward ſerenity and 


peace of mind to each individual; which was 


calculated to make us truly pious and virtuous, 


and in conſequence of that, truly happy and 
bleſſed both here and hereafter; — It cannot 


but be matter of ſorrowful reflection to us, I 
ſay, that ſuch an excellent inſtitution ſhould 
very ſoon after its firſt promulgation, through 


the ſtupid ignorance and foolth prejudices of 
ſome, and the ſe!f-intereſted views and ſiniſter _ 


deſigns of others, be miſrepreſented and cor- 


rupted; and that it ſhould continue to be thus 


miſe 
+2 Tim, i. ro; 
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4 The Indiſpenſable Duty of 


miſrepreſented and corrupted, in a greater or 
leſs degree, through every ſucceeding age down 
to the preſent tines. But however melancho- 
ly the conſideration, ſo the fact ſtands. The 
fimplieity and purity of the principles and 

doctrines of chriſtianity have been adulterated 
and polluted by heterogeneous unnatural ad- 
mixtures of GENTILE PHILOSOPHY, of MYSTIC 
THEOLOGY, Of SCHOLASTIC JARGON, of po- 
and CALVINISTICAL 
ENTHUSIASM. Dee Os 

What inconfiderate and ungrateful crea- 


| tures are the ſons of men! How prone are 


they to abuſe the beſt gifts of heaven! — The 
Deity in his infinite benevolence, communicated 


to them the ineſtimable bleſſing of the goſpel, 
that it might point out to them the road of 
their duty and happineſs; 
lantern unto their feet, and a light unto their 
paths. But they have wickedly proſtituted it 
to the vileſt purpoſes; they have introduced 
and eſtabliſhed the moſt monſtrous miſrepre- 


that it might be 4 


ſentations, and the moſt horrid perverſions of 


its ſacred doctrines. 


Though the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus is 


emphatically a religion of truth, yet has it been 
made to patr onize the groſſeſt errors: — 


Though it is emphatically a religion of peace, 


yet has it been made to promote diſcord and 


variance, violence and bloodſhed: — Though 
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See too Glaſſius's Philolog. Sacr. lib. 3. tract 
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it breathes nothing but humility and meek- 
neſs, yet has it been made to countenance and 


ſupport ambition and tyranny : — and — 
Though its natural tendency is to inſpire its 


profeſiors with the higheſt degrees of huma- 


rity and benevolence, with every ſocial tender 
virtue, yet has it been made to authorize, and 


give a ſanction to the moſt unheard of cruelty, 


_ oppreſſion, and perſecution. !: 


Saint Jude exhorted the Jewiſh converts || ear- 
neſtly to contend * for the faith, which was once t 
delivered unto the ſaints. This, in truth, has been 
a duty of the higheſt obligation and importance 

T It has however, notwithſtanding all theſe diſadvanta- 
ges, effected a very conſiderable reformation both in the 
religious notions, and moral behaviour of mankind; as 
every one mult ſee and acknowledge, who compares the 
opinions and practices of the antient gentile world with 


thoſe of modern chriſtian countries, where the goſpel is 
profeſſed in any tolerable degree of purity: And had it al- 


ways had fair play given it, and been ſuffered to operate ac- 
cording to its own real nature and genius, freely and without 
reſtraint, its reforming and ſalutary influence would have 
been much more efficacious and extenſive, and its effects 


the nobleſt and beſt, that can be produced in the rational 
creation; — a pure uncorrupted piety, — a diſintereſted 


univerſal benevolence, —a ſtrict inviolable ſelf-government. 


| See Dr. Benſon's Hiſtory of St. Jude, and of his writing 


448. Edit. 2. 0 


his epiſtle, prefixed to the paraphraſe and notes: p. 437. 


5 The word rT&yuritio) al ſignifies to Nrive, 28 

4 they did for victory, in the qgoniſtic games.” —— Benſon 
in loc. 5 8 

40 


-"anzt ſignifies fully, or perfectly.” — Idem. 
+ 5. can. 14. 


p· 455. Amſt. 1711. | 
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6 The Indiſpenſable Duty of 


1n every age of the chriſtian church, And it 1s 
moſt manifeſtly ſo in the preſent times: The cor- 


ruptions and abuſes of pure and genuine chriſ- 
tianity, which are taught and practiſed in the 
Romiſh communion, are beyond expreſſion 
enormous and horrible:* and many of the 


doctrines of the firſt reformers, are to the laſt 


degree extravagant and abſurd; they ſtand in 


diametrical oppoſition to every dictate of rea- 


ſon, and the whotetenor of divine revelation. 
The faith here, as in other places, is put 
objectively for the chriſtian doctrines. And as 
we muſt firſt know what the chriſtian doc- 
trines are, before we can contend for them, ſo 
we mult ſcarch after them in the writings of 


the new teſtament: For TTRT, and THERE 


ONLY, are they to be found uncorrupted and 


unadulterated; in their native ſimplicity and 
purity; ſuch as they were originally propoſed 


to 


A cclebrated writer makes the following juſt and ani- 


mated reflections on the nature and genius of the Romiſh 
religion: “ - A religion, the fundamental principle of 


„ which is ignorance and implicit faith; a religion, which 


is a contradiction to reaſon, its doctrines incredible, and 
6 its worſhip the very dregs of pagan ſuperſtition and en- 
„ thuſiaſm; a religion, which by its compenſations for 
« moral guilt, by its ridiculous and flight penances, ſooths 
“ and encourages the licentious paſſions of human nature; 
a religion intirely calculated for the advancement of 
„ prieftly power and grandeur ; a religion founded in fraud 
and impoſition, and propagated by violence and blood.” 
See the firit of the four Sermons at the end of Dr. Fofter's 
Diſcourſes on Natural Religion and Social Virtue: Vol 1. 
P. 343. : . 
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to mankind by the firſt great preachers and 


publiſhers of them, Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 
The chriſtian doctrines were at firſt deliver- 

ed by word of mouth. Afterwards the apoſtles 

committed them to writing for the uſe both 


of the firſt converts, and of the chriſtians of 


all ſucceeding ages. The writings of the a- 


poſtles have accordingly been tranſmitted | 
down to our times; and they have deſcended 
to us in every great eſiential both of faith and 


practice, of doctrine and of duty, in their 
original integrity and primitive purity.* Hrre 
then undoubtedly we are to ſeek the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus: Herr we are to look for the faith, 


which was once delivered unto the ſaints. 


But left we miſtake the ſpurious flimſy doc- 


trines of a meer human ſyſtem for the genuine 


and ſubſtantial truths of a divine e TEA it 
will be indiſpenſably neceſſary, and of the ut- 


moſt conſequence and importance, that we 


come to the reading of the ſacred books with 
minds entirely diveſted of all prejudice and par- 
tiality in favor of any particular ſentiments 


in religion. Bigotted preconceived opinions in 
every kind of ſtudy, will of courſe ſtop up the 


pailages, and block up the avenues, where 


truth 
4 S This, I hope, bas been ſufficiently een in the firſt 


of the Latin Diſſertations. But ſee too the learned and in- 
genious Dr. Harwood's New Introduction to the Study and 
Knowledge of the New-Teſtament: Vol. I. chap. 3. 


B 4 


—_ The Indiſfenfable Duty of 


truth ſhould enter.“ Forgetting therefore all 
theological ſyſtems, and baniſhing all prejudi- 
cate notions, we ſhould ſtudy the new teſta- 
ment with frecdom and impartiality, and in- 
terpret it, as we would any other antient book, 
by the dictates of good ſenſe, and according 
to the eſtabliſhed canons of learned and ratio- 
nal criticiſm. . 

He that 15 previouſly biaſed in favor of 
this or that particular opinion, or attached to 
this or that ſyſtem of theology, will be too 
apt to preſs ſcripture into its ſervice; too for- 
ward to make the certain unerring doctrines 
of the goſpel yield and give way to the uncer- 
| tain erroneous deciſions of frail fallible men. 
And thus a meer human ſcheme of faith, and 
not the word of God, will be prepoſterouſly 
made the teſt and criterion of truth. 

To little purpoſe then ſhall we ſeek the ge- 
nuine doctrines of Chriſt in the ſacred oracles, 
if, inſtead of fetching « our tenets from thence, 
* 
* ger Engliſh Didertartions: p. 80, 81. 22, 23. | 

+ To interpret the New Teſtament, at leaſt the more 
difncult parts of it, with accuracy and exactneſs, a man 

ought to be a good Hebræiſt, a thorough Grecian, and a 


| thorough Critic. And yet numbers think themſelves well 
| qualitied for the undertaking, who are neither Hebreiſts, | 
— nor Grecians, — nor Critics. _ | 
Sola ſcripturarum ars eſt, ſays Fercme, quam ſibi omnes 
„ pallim vendicant : Hane GARPRULA ANUs, — Hanc 
„ DELIRUS SEXEX, — Hanc SOPHISTA VERBOSUS, — Hane 
he UNIVERSI — prelumunt, lacerant, docent, antequam 
<6 diſcant,” 2 © Fortin remarks, What would he ſay, 


0 Si faret his noftr um ſuto di La 7 in æ vum? 1 
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we take them with us thither ; and inſtead of -- 


letting the plain and obvious meaning of 
ſcripture determine our opinions, we ſuffer 


our opinions to determine the meaning of 


ſcripture. And yet this, as is well known, is 
the too general practice of chriſtians of all de- 
nominations. They indeed profeſs to make 
the new teſtament the ſole rule of their faith; 
but, upon examination, it will too often be 


found an empty profeſſion, and an unmeaning 


compliment, which they pay to the word of 


God. The ſeveral ſyſtems, they have been 
brought up and educated in, are the great 


ſtandards of their belief. Enamoured with 
theſe they read the Bible under the influence of 


the ſtrongeſt prepoſſeſſions; not to find out 
the real ſenſe of revelation, but to make reve- 
lation ſpeak their own ſenſe; not to accommo- 


date their notions to ſcripture, but, in the 
beſt manner they can, ſcripture to the notions, 


they have already embraced: And thus violent 
unnatural conſtructions are put upon the 
cleareſt paſſages; texts are unmercifully ſtrain- 
ed, tortured, and wreſted from their obvious 
undoubted meaning, and forced and compelled 
o come in, to prop up and ſupport the totter- 


Ing baſeleſs fabric of a viſionary hypotheſis; the 


plan intelligible principles of the goſpel are 
wrapped up in darkneſs and myſtery; and ab- 
ſurdity and nonſenſe are fathered upon the 


word of God. 
To 
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To get at the knowledge of the truth then, we 
muſt ſearch the ſacred oracles; and with ho- 
neſt and candid, with open and liberal minds, 
endeavour to diſcover the true genuine mean- 
ing and import of what is there revealed to us. 
Thus conducted our enquiries will not end in 
diſappointment: If we thus ingenuouſly ſeek 


the truth, we ſhall not ſeek it in vain: By 
free impartial diſquiſition we ſhall know what 


thoſe pure uncorrupted doctrines are, which 


dee once delivered unto the faints. — And 


when we thus know them, it will be our du- 


ty, our EE PHE duty, earneſtly io contend 
for them: 
gainſt ALL OPPOSITION : 
_ —Againft thoſe, — Who enflaved by ſuperſti- 8 


to contend for them, 1 ſay, a- 


tion and bigotry, or actuated by ſelf-intereſted _ 


and worldly views, are for obtruding upon man- 
kind the adulterate heterodox doctrines of hu- 
man ſyſtems, inſtead of laying before them the 
pure orthodox principles of the chriſtian inſti- 


tution: Who are for making them drink at 


the polluted ſtreams of impoſture and error, in- 
ſtead of leading them to the cry/tal waters of 
 lifeand truth : =Who are for retaining, not 


85 
removing the wood, hay, fubble; nor carefully 


ſeparating them from the gold, % wer, and Pre- 
Who will neither take the 


the wheat, and thoroughly to purge the fror, nor, 
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as far as their power and influence extend, 


ſuffer others to do it: 


-'1'0 ſpeak without 
Who are profeſſed enemies 
to all reformation in religion, and would have 
chriſtians rigidly adhere to the opinions of 


their fore- fathers, whether true or falſe, right 


or wrong: Who are for maintaining at 


all events W is eſtabliſhed in the particular | 
country, or religious ſociety they belong to, 
and for having the wiſdom of paſt ages ſerve 
for all ſucceeding ones: 
gladly check the progreſs of © every free, though 


ſerious, and very intereſting enquiry : — 


Who would 


Who would have all new diſcoveries, though 


| founded upon the ſolid and immoveable bak 
of truth, and of the utmoſt conſequence and 
importance, diligently ſuppreſſed, and a ſtop 


put to all farther improvements in religious 


and ſcriptural knowledge. 


In oppoſition to ſuch unworthy profeſſors 


of Chriſt's religion, muſt we ftrive for the un- 
corrupted faith of the goſpel : and as champi- 
ons in our great Maſter's cauſe, we muſt ex- 
ert the utmoſt reſolution and fortitude; nei- 


ther diſpirited and diſheartened by the bittereſt 
invectives of obloquy and reproach, nor terri- 


fied and affrighted, ſhould ſuch be our fate, 6 


by the fury and violence of perſecution: Yo. 


ſoever ſhall conjeſs me before men, ſays the divine | 


Author of our religion, HIM WILL I CONFEssS 
ALSO 
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ALso before my Father, which is in heaven: But 


ehoſpever ſhall deny me before men, II wity I 


ALSO DENY before my Father which is in heaven. 


And as we ought to contend for the ſimpli- 


city and purity of the chriſtian faith, when it 


is corrupted, ſo ought we with equal zeal and 


ſpirit to defend it, when repreſented as a cheat 


and impoſture; as the ſpurious production of 
prieſt- craft and ſtate- policy combined together 


to keep the world in awe. 


And here we are to ſtand forth i in its vindi- 


cation againſt another kind of adverſaries: — 


—Agaimſtthoſe,—Whoſe bad morals and dit 


ſolute lives lead them to wiſh, that all religion 


were falſe, and that vice and virtue were but 


empty names: — Who leave no means un- 
tried to undermine the fundamental principles 
of the religion of nature, as well as of the re- 
ligipn of Chriſt, and to introduce an unre- 
ſtrained licentiouſneſs of manners: 
| have taken great pains to ſet aſide the moral 
attributes of the Deity ; — to explode the no- 
tion of a providence ;— to invalidate the ob- 


Who 


ligations of virtue; — to diſcredit the belief of 


a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments; — 


and thus — to degrade and fink the human 


ſpecies to a level with 2e beafts that perijh: —— 
Who leve e rather than li gbr, becauſe their 


deeds , 
+ Mat. x. 32, 33. 


thoſe, who reject them, 


no weapons in the conflict, but good argu- 
ments, ſtrengthened and enforced by our good 
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ede are evil; — Who are againſt chriſti- 
anity, becauſe chriſtianity is againſt them: — | 


Who are difingenuous and unfair enough to 


charge it with the miſtaken opinions of its pro- 
fellors, it No WHERE DELIVERS; and with their 
bad practices, it EVERY WHERE CONDEMNS: 


Who reaſon from their miſapplications, 
and not from its own GENUINE TENDENCY : 
Who draw arguments from paſſages, 
which they either unn or wilfully 
miſinterpret : and - Who, to cloak 
and conceal their real motives and deſigns, 


ſcreen themſelves under the peat title of 
free-thinkers. 


We are however to take eſpecial care, that 


when we ftrive for the genuine doctrines of 
the goſpel, we rive lawfully, Whether we 


contend againſt thoſe, who corps: them, or 
we are to uſe 


lives. He alone conſults the real honor and 


credit of the pure religion of Chriſt, who endea- 


vours to recommend it to the reaſon and un- 
derſtanding, the approbation and eſteem of 


mankind, from convincing them of its truth 
and divinity by ſolid argumentation; and of 
its great uſefulneſs and excellency by the ir- 
reproachable i innocence, benevolence, and in- 
N of his own conduct. This! is the plan, 


which _ 
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14 % Indiſpenſable Duty of 


which the beſt and moſt ſucceſsfal defenders 
of the chriſtian inſtitution have purſued : Theſe 


are the means, by which they have proved and 
: demonſtrated it to be the offfpring of heaven; 


- that wiſdom from above, the direct tenden- 


cy of which is to advance the glory of God, 
and the perfection and dignity of human na- 
ture; 


which is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and 


good fruits, wi thout partality, and without y- 
Hbocriſy.* 

But, inſtead of anſwering objections, to 
bad the objectors with opprobrious names, 


— inſtead of iuftructing in meekneſs thoſe, that 


 6ppoſe themſelves, to fend them for conviction 


to the civil magiſtrate in this world, or to 
conſign them over to the vengeance of God in 


the next, — by ſuch proceedings we ſhould 
offer the higheſt indignity to the chriſtian re- 
velation, and imprudently become its adverſa- 
_ ries, whilſt we mean to be its friends. Angry 

and violent meaſures mult be left to thoſe, who 
are zealous for the doe7rines of men, for the faith 


of after ages, for principles, which will moſt ef- 


fectually ſerve the purpoſes of ambition and : 


ſelf-intereſt, We are to contend for the doc- 


trines of Chriſt, for e primitive faith, which 
das once delivered unto the ſaints, by found rea- 
ſoning, and holy hving.— By theſe expedients 


* TFames ili. 17. 


We 


%E 


Contending fir the Faith, &c. N 


we are to vindicate e truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
and to bring rc! ipect and honor to his divine 
religion. ES 


Let us then, as Gincere 1 for the chriſ- 


tian ſyſtem, defend it by clear cogent argumen- 


tation, and adorn it by a worthy laudable exam- 
ple: — Let us REASON for it, and Live for 


it: Let there be no inconſiſtency between our 


manners on the one hand, and our defences 
on the other: — but — Let us by a diligent 

cultivation of that exalted piety and virtue the 
goſpel recommends, by a ſteady uniform attach- 


ment to every religious and moral duty, ſhew 
_ ourſelves real believers in the heavenly origin, 


and ſuperlative excellency of that revelation, 
the unfeigned belief of which we would eſta- 
bliſh in the minds of others: — In one word, 


Leet us do all that lies in our power to pro- 


mote the knowledge and practice of the pure 


goſpel of Chriſt; and not only wiſh and pray, 


but exert our utmoſt endeavours, that his king- 
dom may come, and, in the ſtricteſt conformity 
to his divinc precepts, God's will wy be done 


Upon earth, as it is in heaven. 
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